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Wind power to fuel waste plant
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FARMINGTON -- Farmington's wastewater treatment plant will be
getting some help from the wind -- not to dissipate any sewage
processing aromas but to generate power.
The town has purchased a Skystream 3.7 wind generator that will be
installed next week at the plant on Farmington Falls Road along the
Sandy River.
Skystream's distributor in Maine is All-Season Home Improvements of
Augusta. Roger Lambert, owner of Windowman on Farmington Falls in
Farmington, is the sales representative for the western Maine district.
Farmington's wastewater treatment plant Superintendent Steve Moore
said he convinced selectmen to go along with the $12,000 purchase by
offering to forgo his annual request for a vehicle reserve account.
[Eenarge  After studying the wind resource map for New England and specifically
Staff photo by David Leaming  for the Sandy River valley, Moore said he argued there would be
ONE GOOD TURN: Roger Lambert,  enough wind blowing through the river corridor to justify the
a d_lstrlbptor for Skyst_ream investment. The wind power will supplement the plant's existing
residential power appliances, electricity from the grid
beside a wind power generator in ’
Farmington on Tuesday. The
Farmington wastewater treatment "l have always had a 'green’ side to me," he said with a smile.
plant will soon be using electricty
generated by the wind. The wind turbine tower will start generating power with winds of 8 to
10 mph and 20 mph will be optimal: "We may not generate much, but
it will pay for itself in about eight years,"” Moore said.
Today's Top Headlines
from the Kennebec Farmingtqn _To_wn Manager Richard Davis se_lid in addition to the cost
savings, "it is important for the town to do its part for a clean
Journal ) .
environment.
& EDMUND G. MUSKIE FEDERAL The Skystream 3.7, developed by Southwest Windpower in
M . ] collaboration with the U.S. Department of Energy's National
Legionnaire’s disease discovered Renewable Energy Laboratory, is a small wind generator designed for
# GUILTY OF KILLING WIFE, homes and businesses.
MOTHER IN 2004
ADA'IleXAS__Iﬁvf’ﬂvft\a_‘?ﬂeﬂa‘lfi R Farmington's model will be about 33 feet high with three 12-foot rotor
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blades on a single "stick" tower base.
# 1st in line, Winthrop native

lands a Monster opportunity It will be able to produce about 400 kilowatt hours per month in a 12
» State keeps drivers' exam mph wind and with an average wind speed of 8 mph, the Skystream
English-only can generate about 100 kilowatt hours a month, according to the

company. Energy generated soars to 800 kwh when the average wind

& Accused teacher to remain speed hits 24 mph.

jailed
* Backpacks highlight homeless It also has an all-in-one design with the controls and inverter to AC

youths e - -
power built in. The tower has a pivot base so it can be lowered to the
#* Richmond rolls to West D final ground to service the unit.

& Bears reach final

Lambert said he has 50 generators under contract and 25 units are up
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"People who call me up are committed to helping the environment and
they also are ‘getting even™ -- against the wind that buffets their
Today's Top Headlines homes and also against the utility companies, he said.
from the Morning

Sentinel Southwest Windpower, the Flagstaff, Ariz., company that

manufactures the Skystream, says that those who purchase the device
e WATERVILLE typically save 30 to 80 percent on their electricity bills. Savings can
St. Francis Church going up for vary, depending on a consumer's energy consumption and the average
sale wind speed.
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& \oters to weigh easing term
limits

Question 5 would let lawmakers
serve six, rather than four terms
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Reader comments

jesscia porridge of waterville, ME
Oct 25, 2007 8:26 AM

You know me, | do-not want my eletrcity to depend on how fast the wind blows around. IF it's not
a windy and sunny day how do the liberals, expe ct windy or sollar power to work? NOt that
anything works with the PUC anyways | guess.

I gues this gives a new meaning to, "BREAKING WIND", though!! :) (Smiling joke))
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